[Autopsy findings in 70 AIDS patients who died in a department of pneumology in Ivory Coast: impact of tuberculosis].
Based on autopsy findings in 70 patients infected by human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) who died in the Pulmonology Department of the Treichville University Hospital Center in Abidjan, Ivory Coast. the authors assess the incidence of tuberculosis as the cause of death and analyze the clinical, bacteriologic, and histologic features of the disease. in this population. Pulmonary tuberculosis was the first cause of death in this series accounting for 31 cases (44.2%). In 12 cases (38.7%), microscopic identification failed during hospitalization and the disease had been misdiagnosed as common bacterial pneumonia. In 29 cases (93.5%) pulmonary tuberculosis was associated with abdominal involvement. In 17 cases (54.8%) involvement of more than two organs was observed. Of the 60 abdominal sites detected during the autopsy of the 31 patients with pulmonary tuberculosis, there were 19 (31.3%) in lymph nodes, 18 (30%) in the liver, 14 (23.3%) in the spleen, and 9 (14.9%) in the kidneys. Histologic features were remarkable by the absence of typical tuberculous granulomas. The findings of this study confirm the high incidence of disseminated tuberculosis in patient infected by HIV as noted in a number of previous studies.